OFFC Education

Fly Line Care



Life of a Fly Line

* Fly line manufacturers state fly lines should
last the average user 2-3 years, other state
200-300 hours of actual use.

* Fly lines last the longest if you care for them
correctly



Fly Line materials

Most fly lines are made with a polyvinylchloride
plastic coating over a braided nylon core (there are
exceptions)

The plasticizers in the line keep the line coating
supple

Over the course of time, the plasticizers leave the
line resulting in the line cracking

Things that accelerate plasticizers leaving the line are
chemicals (DEET, Sunscreen and aerosols), dirt, heat
and ultraviolet light.



Fly Line Anatomy

Density materials (microspheres for floating, tungsten for sinking
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(Courtesy of Cortland Line Company)

FLY UNE PROFILE S
ROCKET TAPER

l

TP FRONT TAPER B00Y BACK TAPER RUNNING LN E

Sgec by desgned weght oraard me with jorng hort taper for Sehicate presemation Wegrt datntution of body secton sllows exira Satance
DOUBLE TAPER

NP FRONT TAPER B00Y BACK TAPER
The doutie taper 1 & reweribie By bne with an dentical 1ape of both ands A double tuper Iine is sawy 10 mwnd

BASS TAPER

 ———

nP  FRONT TAPER 8O0y BACK TAPER RUNNING Line

Wegit tarward Une with shor Sont taper Lo W over” heavier wind resrslant cork and hav Body bugs The mest practcal chorce b binss bugs
SALT WATER TAPER

L —
TP FRONT TAPER BooY BACK TAPER RUNNING LINE
forward hine & casting Larger fles Auring wndy condan Senall Samweter runming htie leeds through rod guides with less ctonal resistance

:m.ﬁi
:

P FRONT TAPERS BODY BACK TAPER RUNNING LINE
fotwend design tht has » compound Laper sliows sasies Cosls ilo the wed

&
=4
-
§-§

BOOY BACK TAFER RUNNING UINE
Weght torward design that combmes 3 24 faot sembing head with 3 six foe 1 floatng section Allows mendmg of ne
AHOOTING TAPER
e —
NP PRONT TAPER 800y LOOP

Soscurized for long datance costing R is 8 30 o 407 head with & factery sphiced lanp fr sttachng monsliament o tunamg line
v

7
!
i
i
g
J
z
i
Z
i
'
:
:

CLEAR CREEK TAPER

<

FRONT TAPER BOOY BADK TAPER RUNING LINE

Fx2enced ngn tor pepemt acCirscy and most dehcats present stion



Use

e Casting on grass dirt or even water will get the
fly line dirty and it should be cleaned after a
few uses

* Keeping a line on a fly spool can impart
memory into the line

* The outer coating can also be damaged by
stepping on it, barnacles, dragging over rocks,
even being tightly bent while stripping.



Cleaning a fly line
Two 5 gallon buckets method

(see Rio Website or YouTube: How to Clean and Maintain a Fly Line)
Use a mild soap like; Campsuds, Ivory or Biosuds (not detergent) to clean
your line by putting a few drops in a half gallon of warm water inside a 5
gallon bucket.

Unwind your line into the soapy water and gently swish it around for 5
minutes and then leave it soak for 30 minutes

Pull the end of the line through a clean towel and feed it into another
bucket with a gallon of clean warm water and swish it around to remove
the soap

Empty and rinse the soapy water bucket and pull the line from the rinse
bucket into the now clean but empty soap bucket, make sure you pull it
through another clean towel (clean cloth baby diapers work well).

At this time your line should be clean and supple, reel it back on your reel
or if you are storing the line for the winter, wind it on something that has
a larger diameter (2-3 times larger) than your fly reel spool






Fly Line Protectant

There is a lot of opinions on what to use

Some use ArmorAll, but some say it breaks the
line down due to the solvents in the product

Some use 303 Protectant as it stays on longer
than ArmorAll and has no solvents

Some use Silicone (you can get it at dive stores)
and wipe it on directly to the line then wipe clean

Or you can use other fly line dressings; Scientific
Anglers, RIO AgentX, Umpqua, Glide, Fast Cast
and RainX are just a few.



Storing a fly line

Winding your fly line on something of greater
diameter than your fly spool will reduce the
coiling of your fly line

The spool your line came in works well, or you
can use coffee cans, large diameter plastic pipe or
cuban yoyo’s

Wind your line on the storage device loosly and
then hold it on with a wide rubber band

Some people use a cloth saturated with a
protectant before winding it to reduce the line
from deplasticizing.



Storage

Take your line that is wound around your storage
device and put it in a plastic zip lock bag

Store your line somewhere out of the light and away

from any heat sources (some people put them in a
freezer).

If you have a lot of fly lines being stored, labeling them
with a label machine or a key label helps organize
them.

| like to tie a short section of leader to the line with a
nail knot and the other end with a precision knot to
loop on a string connected to a key label.






Summary

Fly line gets dirty and abused

Keep it clean, out of the sun and away from
chemicals

Use mild soap and water to clean
Use a protectant to keep it supple
Store it in a cool dark place

Label it so you remember what it is



Sources

Fly Anglers Online

Rio Fly Fishing
globalflyfisher.com
Airflofishing.com
Scientificanglers.com
Cyberangler.com
Cortland Line Company
Iflyshop.com



